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1 Fake causative 
 
 

In this paper, we examine the phenomenon of fake causativization, illustrated in (1) from Tatar1:  
 
(1)  trener marat-nı jeger-t-ter-de.2 
  trainer M.-ACC run-CAUS-CAUS-PST 
  ‘The trainer made Marat run.’ 
 

Morphologically, (1) involves a double causative of the unergative verb ‘run’, shown in (2). 
 
(2)  marat jeger-de. 
  M. run-PST 
  ‘Marat ran.’ 
 
Syntactically, (1) is a transitive clause where the causer appears in the nominative, and the 

causee, the argument of the non-derived verb stem, receives the accusative case marking. What is 
surprising about (1) is that one of the two occurrences of the causative morpheme (TYR henceforth) 
makes no visible contribution to the structure and interpretation of the clause. The unergative verb 
in (2) gets effectively causativized by exactly one instance of TYR, as shown in (3):  

 
(3)  trener marat-nı jeger-t-te. 
  trainer M.-ACC run-CAUS-PST 
  ‘The trainer made Marat run.’ 

                                                 
1 The study has been supported by Russian Scientific Foundation (РНФ), project No 14-18-03270 “Word order 
typology, communicative-syntactic interface and information structure in the world’s languages” and Russian 
Foundation for Basic Research (grant # 13-06-00884). The data for the study came from the fieldwork on the Mishar 
dialect of Tatar as spoken in Rybushkino (Nizhegorodskaya oblast, Russia) conducted by the Department of 
Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, Faculty of Philology, Moscow State University in 2012.  
2 The causative morpheme tır appears in two variants, -t- and -tır-. Their distribution is conditioned phonologically: 
the -t- allomorph appears after sonorants in multisyllabic stems, -tır- is used elsewhere.  


